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Tomanek h~Jl1bled: says others deserving
But former FHSU president
proud of accomplishments

building. Instead, in keeping with his personable
style, it will be "Jerry Tomanek Hall."
The Tomanek name is nearly synonymous with

FHSU.

After all, he's been associated with the college
for decades. And except for the last six months
and a stint in the Marines, he has been a resident
By MIKE CORN
of western Kansas nearly all his life. Most of that
Hays Dally News
Jerry Tomane~ is ho~~ that a new $i2 mil· time has been with ~u. .
Evert the extenlfed·Tomanel(.family, they think,
. lion Fort Ha,S State-U niversity Building will bear ··
has had almost 100 F'HSU students. More than
his rtame.
half have graduated. · ·
·
But in usual Tomanek fashion, he is humbled,
"You can see why we're pretty close" to the
pointing out that with just a little time he could
university, he said.
come up with dozens of people equally deserving.
of the honor. -'=..
.
·
The.Tomaneks recently moved to Olathe, where
Just the same, Tomanek- the university's sev· they can be·closer to two of their three children
and six grandchildren.
·
enth president - admits that "it's a tremendous
"We miss Hays," Tomanek said. "We enjoy our
honor."
grandkids and kids a lot. But we really miss our
"I have really a feeling of tremendous pride,"
friends and the university a lot."
he said as he took his first look at the inside of
,. Saturday's dedication ceremonies served as
the nearly completed building, "coupled with a
something of a homecoming as well, as Tomanek
huge dose of humility.
said all of his children and grandchildren.planned
"I know a huge number of people who could
to be on hand.
have their name on this building. I don't deserve
"Tons of relatives," he said.
it anymore than 100 or 200 people."
Gerald W. Tomanek first came to FHSU in 1938
Tomanek's wife of nearly 50 years, Ardis,
as a student. He obtained a bachelor's degree in
understands.
botany in 1942 and his master's in 1947 - the
"It's kind of humbling," she said. "You wonder
same year he joined the university faculty. He
if you're worth it."
obtained his doctorate in 1951.
It will not, however, be the Gerald W. Tomanek

His ascension in the ranks of the university
soon followed.
In 1958, he was named chairman of the biology
department and a year later the chairman of the
division of natural science and mathematics.
He was named vice president for academic
affairs in 1972 and finally named president in 1976.
Tomanek retired as president of the university
on May 17, 1987.
But. he was not just an administratr-r. He also
was a conservationist, specializing ·in grasslands.
Now, nearly.74 years after he was born in the
short.::grass prairie of western Kansas, near
Collyer, Tomanek returned home to receive the
accolades ·that were bestowed upon him at dedication ceremonies Saturday.
Ironically, because of the persistent heat, dedication ceremonies were conducted in Sheridan
Coliseum - saved from the wrecking ball as a
result of efforts by Tomanek and former state
Sen. Gus Bogina.
Today, the building is something of a showcase,
housing administrative offices and the
Beach/Schmidt Performing Arts Center.
Tomanek, however, said it was Bogina's idea to
save the building. And he credits current FHSU
President Edward Hammond for seeing the project through to completion.
TOMANEK / See page A3

TOMAN.EK: Former president recalls career
Continued from page A1

"If I had my life to live over again,"
Tomanek said, "I don't think I would
change a thing."
Except, he said after giving the
question some thought, to have given
more years to teaching.
"I was in it for 30 years before I
went into academics," he said. "I think
that it would be the only thing I would
consider changing would be to stay in
teaching."
That was his first love, he said, even
though the administrative role that he
played was fulfilling.

"My greatest accomplishments?" he
"When I was a student here, I think
repeated a question. "The success of I was a junior or senior when it first
my students. "My greatest accom· reached a thousand," he said, referplishment was teaching. I was really ring to its enrollment. "It's grown by
proud of my students."
leaps and bounds.
About 30 of his students completed
"It's really a nice size now. It's hastheir doctoral studies. He also can n't lost its personal touch."
include former Gov. Mike Hayden as
Tomanek also enjoyed his year's in
one of his students.
the university's administration.
Hayden, when he was Kansas govBut he was at home on the prairie.
ernor, named Tomanek as chairman of
"That's where I really enjoyed
the Kansas Department of Wildlife myself - out in the grasslands," he
and Parks Commission. He served in said.
that capacity for four years.
And Tomanek is happy with the • The building's architects talk
progress of the university.
about its features. Page B8.

CHARLIE RIEDEL/ Hays Daily News

Former Fort Hays State University President Jerry Tomanek stanrls in front of TomAm~k HAIi Frirl,w nrior to its rlP,rlir.Ation S::it, rrri~11

HUll(frea-s honor
hall's namesake
University dedicates
Jerry Tomanek Hall
at Saturday ceremony
By KEVIN ANDERSON
Hays Dally News

Morris Talbert made the trip from
Stockton to Fort Hays State
University Saturday to "honor
Jerry."
Jerry Tomanek was Talbert's
freshman advisor in 1954, and
Talbert echoed the praise paid to the

Heat and the large expected
turnout motivated university officials to move the dedication ceremonies inside Sheridan Hall, which
Tomanek had helped to save from a
wrecking ball and worked to renovate during his tenure as university
president.
The ceremony also recognized the
late Keith Sebelius who served for
six years in the Kansas Senate
before being elected for the first of
six terms in the U.S. Congress.
The lobby of Tomanek Hall is
named for Sebelius.
The ultra-modern facility was
made possible in part by a $4 million
grant to develop a
showcase for the
integration of
technology and
the teaching of
chemistry and
physics, said university President

F.dward
Hammond.
Hammond
thanked Sen. Bob
Dole, R-Kan., who
helped secure a
federal grant to
STEVEN HAUSLER / Hays Dally News
pay for the conSen. Jerry Moran, A-Hays, left, talks with FHSU president struction. Dole,
Edward Hammond, center, and his administrative assis- campaigning for
tant, Sandra Rupp, in the Sebelius Lobby in Tomanek Hall. the Republican
nomination for
president, was not able to attend.
former student, professor and presiHammond also expressed his appredent of the university.
ciation for state government support
Naming the $12 million "classroom of the future" after Tomanek
of higher education to state Sens.
Jerry Moran, R-Hays, Carol Dawson,
. hinged not only on the veteran educator's almost 50-year association
R-Rilssell, and Robin Jennison, RHealy, who attended the ceremony.
with the university but also because
After speeches by U.S. Rep. Pat
of the depth of his impact not only
Roberts, R-First, and Kansas Regent
on the university as a whole but
more importantly on the lives of
Ken Havner, Fonner Kansas Gov.
individual students.
Mike Hayden told the audience that
··· · "You remember what is important v.>hen lie \valked into J\J.bert·son Hall
to you," Talbert said, and students
25 years ago and "met this tall prowere ip1portant to Tomanek.
fessor that when he spoke of the
He not only knew his students by
prairies and the grasslands, his
first name, he also knew the names _ arms reminded me of a windmill."
of older brothers and sisters who
·.H ayden earned his master's
had attended the university, and he
degree under Tomanek, and "I wasn't
in his class 10 minutes before he conknew your major and your home
veyed .his great love and concern for
town, Talbert said.
his students."
Students reciprocated this caring
Tomanek had a special gift for
by working hard for Tomanek.
teaching, Hayden said. "He could
"You wanted to do good on a test
because you didn't want to let him
take very scientific and sometimes
down, " Talbert said. "It was for
boring information and turn it into
Jerry's honor."
something exciting."
That excitement came in part
And hundreds of former students,
friends, family members and univer- from Tomanek's "greatest laboratories," the prairies of western Kansas,
sity and government officials turned
out Saturday for ceremonies official- Hayden said.
ly dedicating Jerry Tomanek Hall to
DEDICATION / See page A3
honor the veteran educator.

DEDICATION: Students return to honor him
Continued from page A1

"To go through the prairie with him
was to llllderstand the plants' relationship with one another and their relationship to human beings," the former
governor said.
The excitement Tomanek generated·
motivated the students to learn and to
take those lessons into the "bigger
world beyond the classroom," Hayden
said.
Fbr Hayden, it helped him to focus his
efforts on public policy, motivating him
to nm and win election to the Kansas
Legislature in 1972 while a graduate student at FHSU, launching Hayden's political career that would eventually take
him to the governor's office.
"From Collyer ( a town of 126
between Quinter and WaKeeney on
Interstate 70) to a world-renowned

ecologist,"
Tomanek's
example
inspired Hayden. "It opened the universe to me," he said.
With the introduction of Tomanek at
the ceremonies, the crowd that filled
the main floor and part of the balcony
of Beach-SChmidt Performing Arts
Center rose to its feet in applause.
'lbmanek's comments showed his
deep love for his students and his
strong sense of family.
He thanked his "former students,
who I am so proud of," said Tomanek,
hesitating as his · voice cracked with
emotion.
He expressed his "pride, and yes
humility" for the honor of the building
dedicated to him.
In making the speech, he said "we
are so proud," and made a special
point of saying the "we" was for himself and his wife, Ardis, who "always

operate as a team."
Following the dedication ceremonies, ribbon-cutting in front of the
new building and in the lobby, and the
unveiling of plaques honoring
Tomanek and Sebelius, visitors toured
the building as university faculty
demonstrated some of the cutting edge
technology in place at the new facility.
Chemistry and physics labs have
computers at every work station and
advanced safety and environmental
features, including a fourth floor completely taken up by environmental
equipment that cleans exhaust fumes
vented from hoods above the lab stations, Hammond said.
The building also houses two interactive television classrooms that will
allow the university to connect with
classrooms in western Kansas and
around the world.

STEVEN HAUSLER / Hays Daily News

The architectural features of Tomanek Hall decorate the skyline as tours of the new science building were conducted following the dedication ceremony Saturday.

